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This Month in Thunderbird History:

V. President, e October 1, 1908: Production of the iconic Model “T” begins. The
Membership ddaddy of the Thunderbird
Mike Melnyk granddaddy of the Thun c?r ird. o . . .
610-279-6279 e October 22, 1954: Production of the iconic Thunderbird begins with
thunderbirdmike@juno.com the 1955 model. The day the “Fun, Fun, Fun” commenced.

Treasurer Q__ong

Ron Hill Mark Your Calendars For These Great Activities & Events:
410-569-8539

fzlong] @hotmail.com Third Thursday TBird Lunch- October 16, 2025 @ 11:30 am****

Secretar Madonna Seafood House, 4105 Norrisville Road, White Hall, MD 21161
L y You read that right. Lunch, not breakfast. Same time. A New Location, again. .
ynn Horn - P . :
410-377-5824 We are testing the waters to see if this might be more convenient for folks.
Please let Cathy know by September 13th if you plan to attend.

lynnhorn704@gmail.com

Directors Saturday October 11/Sunday October 12, 2025
Tiy(,'_‘iif_‘}‘;i{g Western Maryland Weekend Ride
pacherry@comcast.ne This will be similar to the ride to the Western MD Railroad a few years
ago, which was very well attended. It will include a visit to the
Tom Young Washington County Rural Heritage Museum ($4) in Boonsboro MD and

443-744-6338

T e b a ride on the Gettysburg Excursion Railway ($27), a new 1950 era train

ride in the country. Plans are to do the Museum Saturday at noon
Steve Dameron (estimated to take 1 hour), then “mess around Boonsboro a while
703-303-7456 including lunch”, then drive to the Frederick area before dark (about an
Brokenboat2@verizon.net hour ride), have dinner there and spend the night. We’ve blocked rooms
HTins at the S!eep Inn in our name and you pay for yours whep you get there.
SEiEariomte Then drive up to Gettysburg on Sunday and ride the train at 10am or
410-456-5276 12:30 and head home after lunch there somewhere. Let Cathy know
skip.panowitz@yahoo.com of your interest by October 7th!
s

Webmaster
Steve Kelley
443-371-3030

skelley@gottogotravel.net

: Sunday December 14, 2025 — 12:00 pm to 4:00 pm
Sk Loy 2025 Mid Atlantic Thunderbird Club Christmas Dinner

Barb Panowitz - " N . .
e A | Dobbin House / Gettysburg Pennsylvania. Full details and registration form

443-504-5542 will be included with the November newsletter.

Also the election ballot will be included as well. If you are interested in
running for an office let Cathy know ASAP. Officers to be elected include:
Vice-President, Treasurer, Board of Directors member (one).



http://www.midatlantictbirdclub.org/
mailto:skelley@gottogotravel.net
mailto:cathykelley49@gmail.com
mailto:thunderbirdmike@juno.com
mailto:lynnhorn704@gmail.com
mailto:pacherry@comcast.net
mailto:Tbirdtoms60@verizon.net
mailto:skelley@gottogotravel.net
mailto:Ladyofthelake21014@yahoo.com

President’s Message
October 2025

We had our Third Thursday Thunderbird lunch in September at Madonna Seafood Restaurant,
where we had a nice turnout again. Unfortunately, the sunflowers we hoped to get photos with were
all turned away from the parking lot, so the Birds couldn’t get in there with them... We'd like to meet
there again October 16 at 11:30 so let us know if you'd like to join us. There is a cute little
nursery/store nearby where you might find some nice fall decorations/plants.

What is it about our annual Cherry Fest that makes it rain? Phyllis graciously planned for us to
meet indoors at the cabin as we’ve done a lot in the past and we had a great time. Lots of awards
for trivia and Skip was presented with the Gold Award for Newsletter Excellence that Mike
Melnyk picked up for him at the VTCI convention in Texas in September. Congrats to Skip, he does
a fabulous job on our newsletter and if you check other Thunderbird Clubs’ websites online and
compare ours to theirs you will see how ours stands out.

We are proposing a Weekend Ride for MATC, similar to the ride to the Western MD Railroad a few
years ago, which was very well attended. Skip suggested Washington County Rural Heritage
Museum ($4) in Boonsboro MD and the Dickinsons suggested Gettysburg Excursion Railway ($27),
a new 1950 era train ride in the country. We are planning October 11-12. I'm thinking we could do
the Museum Saturday at noon (probably only takes 1 hour) and mess around Boonsboro a while
including lunch, then drive to Frederick area before dark (a little less than an hour ride), have dinner
there and spend the night. We've blocked rooms at the Sleep Inn in our name and you pay for yours
when you get there. Then drive up to Gettysburg on Sunday and ride the train at 10am or 12:30 and
head home after lunch there somewhere. Let us know your interest ASAP!

Don’t forget the Rockville Antique and Classic Auto Show on October 18. Our retros are still too
new to show but some of the older cars might take a prize.

The Car & Cruise Guide folks are planning a huge ride to the Perry Point VA Center again for
Veterans Day, November 8 at 1pm. Staging area Perryville Fire Co. 920 Principo Furnace Rd.
Perryville, Md. If interested let us know and we can meet up before and ride there together. It was
amazing last year and the vets are so happy to see us!

Also, elections will be coming up in November. If you'd like to serve your club in any way, let us
know and we'll find a place for you. T

Christmas Dinner will be at Dobbin House again, Sunday,
December 13,12-4pm to make everyone happy! Registration
Form in next month’s newsletter.

Thanks,

Cathy & Steve




EVENTS CALENDAR

Official MATC/ITC activities are marked with *** and printed in bold. Our Thunderbird Club events are open to all years of Thunderbirds. Other events such

as "AACA” events adhere to the 25-year rule or other designation. Applicable restrictions will be noted with each event.

Date Event Sponsor Location Additional Information
Third Thursda Madonna Seafood
11:30 AM y Monthly Lunch Gathering wMATC House Just off of 1-83 Exit 27
M-onthl 4105 Norrisville Road, Mt Carmel Road
y White Hall, MD 21161
Cars & Coffee: No Competition, . 7-9 Am, Every Sunday
All Year No Trophies, Just Fun & - BeIBAlerI?IazMaDSC Weather permitting
Socialization el Alr,
2025
Special Ocean City Conv .
October 9-12 Endless Summer OC Events Prod Center and Inlet Specialeventpro.com
October 11-12 Western MD Fall Ride ***MATC Various See details on cover page above
. City of 603 Edmonston Dr .
October 18 Rockville Car Show Rockville Rockville, MD More Details To Follow
November 8 Perryville Veteran Ctr Ride gzrisihgmj'e Perryville, MD Details in Nov newsletter
Dec 14 MATC Christmas Dinner **MATC Dobbin House Additional Details Forthcoming
Gettysburg PA

There are many car shows and cruise nights in our service area on a weekly basis. Some of the more popular events
are listed above. Please also check out the complete list of events on the Car Show & Cruise Guide website @
www.cruiseguide.com. If you know of a “local” show that you think will be of interest to our membership, please

provide the information to Skip.

The officers and members of MATC wish the following member(s) a very happy
birthday:

October Birthdays:
John Loving Lucy Samorodin

Membership:
Please remember to use the recruitment cards and/or flyer when you see prospective members and their

cars.

Please be sure to use the recruitment cards and/or attached flyer when you see prospective members and
their cars. Need an application for MATC, ITC or VTCI? Contact Cathy, Steve, Mike or Skip


http://www.cruiseguide.com/

Memher News & Happenings:

e Please keep our members dealing with a variety of medical issues in your thoughts and prayers:
John Horn, Dan Denham
MATC members are reminded and encouraged to provide Barb with any important information
regarding health issues, special occasions, awards, etc., for appropriate recognition. Barb’s contact info/
443-504-5542 (phone or text); ladyofthelake21014@yahoo.com.
Please keep our convalescing members in your thoughts and prayers as they deal with their medical issues.

Please submit your news, special occasions, etc., to the editor for publication in the Newsletter to keep

the membership up to date on member happenings, health, and well-being. Remember, inquiring minds want to know!

Please Support MATC Member Phyllis Cherry:
Phyllis is fundraising to honor

Danny and John.
https://act.alz.org/site/TR/Walk2025/MD -GreaterMaryland?px=10869026&pg=personal&fr_id=18650

Alzheimer’s isn’t stopping and neither are we. By participating in the Alzheimer’s Association Walk
to End Alzheimer’s, I'm raising awareness and funds to advance the fight against this disease —
funds that allow the Alzheimer’s Association to provide 24/7 care and support while accelerating
critical research.

Families facing Alzheimer’s and all other dementia need us — and with your help, we can be there
for them. Please make a donation or register as a participant and start your own fundraising efforts.
Together, we can end Alzheimer’s disease.

Thank you for your support!
My Walk

My Team
AARSPA from the Heart
JOIN MY TEAM

My Walk
2025 Walk to End Alzheimer's - Annapolis, MD (Anne Arundel)
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One Cruise Remaining This Year for Each Event Below

2025 Car Cruises at Harford Vineyard

Come meet up at Harford Vineyard and relax with fellow car lovers!
Enjoy great local wines, amazing cars, and beautiful scenery.

Food by Fire on-site
No outside food | No outside alcohol by law!

Upcoming Car Cruise Dates:

April 26,2025 | 4:00 PM - 8:00 PM ‘e‘ RFO R

Hosted by Harford County Mopars
Rain Date: April 27th, 12:00 PM - 4:00 PM

0)

established 2

May 24, 2025 | 4:00 PM - 8:00 PM
Hosted by Save the Hobby
Rain Date: May 25th, 12:00 PM - 4:00 PM

June 28, 2025 | 4:00 PM - 8:00 PM
Hosted by Passion 4 Pavement
Rain Date: June 29th, 12:00 PM - 4:00 PM

July 26, 2025 | 4:00 PM - 8:00 PM
Hosted by Harford Mustangs & Our Friends
Rain Date: July 27th, 12:00 PM - 4:00 PM

August 23, 2025 | 4:00 PM - 8:00 PM
Hosted by AACA
Rain Date: August 24th, 12:00 PM - 4:00 PM

September 27, 2025 | 4:00 PM - 8:00 PM
Hosted by AACA / Save the Hobby
Rain Date: September 28th, 12:00 PM - 4:00 PM

October 25, 2025 | 2:00 PM - 6:00 PM

Hosted by Corvette & Van Clubs (Trunk or Treat)
Rain Date: October 26th, 12:00 PM - 4:00 PM

Join us for cars, wine, and fun!

ALL VEHICLES
WELCOME

2025 cruise Nighis At The
Markets At “?‘:Eﬁﬁe
snmm Oldies Music

12025 Susquehanna Trail Good Food
Glen Rock, PA 17327 $2 DONATION

April 25 4pm-8pm  TQYS FOR THE KIDDIES
May 23 4pm -8 pm Saturday November 1
June 27 4pm-8pm 1AM -3 PM

uly 25 S-S Rain or Shine
July -o R $10 or a new $10 foy
Augusi 22 4pm -8 pm Benefits Local Charity

Sepiember 26 4 pm - 8 pm
Ociober24  4pm-8pm
There are NO Rain Daies

NO TRAILERS IN SHOW AREA
Funds Raised At Molor Menders Events Support Local Non Profit Charifies.




Avondell/Brightview Car Show

September 10, 2025 /Bel Air, MD
Thanks to Ed Peterson, Ron Hill & Skip Panowitz for representing MATC and Thunderbirds

There were a bunch of these there too. | think they are old Plymouths, maybe Hudsons or Nashes.
We need to even the odds with Thunderbirds next year!!
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Cherry Fest 2025
September 21, 2025




Newsletter Editor Skip Panowitz Presents Thunderbird
Celebrity Owner Quiz Contest Winner Awards

Steve K & Earl D

As you can see,your editor is overwhelmed about receiving this prestigous award.




Still A Lovely Setting Even On A Dreary Day
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PLYMOUTH AND MIDDLEBELT ROADS, DETROIT, MICHIGAN

L.W.SMEAD
ERAL SALES MANAG

IN, MICHIGAN

November 15, 1955

Dear Mr, Car Owner:

No one likes to talk about accidents ,,., but
let's face it: automobile accidents do happen ... and
occupants are injured, In alarming numbers, too!

Realizing the tremendous accident toll, the
Ford Motor Company and the Ford Division decided to do
something to help reduce the injuries that accidents so
frequently cause, The result was the development of
Lifeguard Design .., a new concept in passenger-car
safety,

I am enclosing with this letter a booklet
which gives you the "behind the scenes" story on Life-
guard Design and what it can mean to you and yours,

I am sure you will want to know more about
Lifeguard Design after reading the booklet, so I hope
you will visit your Ford Dealer for a demonstration of
our new safety features, I have enclosed my personal
card for you to present to him and have alerted him that
you may be stopping in for a visit,

If you would like to test drive the new Ford,
your dealer will be glad to arrange it. And when you
do -- you'll discover something more -- that the new
Ford is amazingly like the famous Ford Thunderbird in
both its styling and action,

Meanwhile, thanks for your interest ... and
best wishes for safer, happier motoring,

Very truly yours,

Kt X

Ford was ahead of the pack promoting safety in its cars. And folks did not seem real interested at
the time. It is interesting that this letter did not include Lee lacoccaa since he was instrumental to
the Lifegauard Design program. His “$56 for 56” campaign (purchase a new Ford for $56 a month)
was much more successful and catapulted his career at Ford. Lifeguard Design were a deep-dish
steering wheel, padded dash & sun visors (optional), seat belts (optional), break away rearview
mirror, and double grip door latches (doors less likely to be forced open in a crash). ed.



Upcoming "Thunderbird” Events 2026

Thunderbird Friends Reunion #3, Carlisle, PA, June 5-7, 2026

A reunion of Thunderbird friends is again being planned in conjunction with the 2026 Carlisle Ford
Nationals. A block of rooms has been reserved. The reservation link will be posted soon. We are
again getting a special room rate and a hospitality room will be available. The host hotel information
is listed below. Ask for Thunderbird Friends group:

Holiday Inn Express & Suites Carlisle Southwest 1-81
1501 Commerce Ave

Carlisle, PA

717-241-0052

Hotel direct link: Thunderbird Friends Carlisle 2026

Restaurant arrangements:

Friday Night, June 5, Time & location TBD:
Stay tuned for more details in the future.

Saturday Night, June 6, 6:30 PM:
Rustic Tavern, 823 Newville Road, Carlisle, PA
It was a big hit last year and is back again by popular demand. There will be a be dedicated
menu, similar to last year, that will be published later. The food is great and prices are
reasonable.
Note: Seating is will again likely be very, very limited.

2026 Carlisle FORD Nationals
June 5,6,7

Check the Carlisleevents.com website for information regarding early registration discounts.

VERY IMPORTANT: Register your club affiliation as VTCI

We had a great time this year (see photos)in spite of a littlerain. Well, a lot of rain in a very short period of
time. Plan to join us in 2026.

| FORD SPECIAL
VEHICLE REGISTRY

Club Connect

MATC is now officially a part of Ford Performance-Club Connect. This is another opportunity for
Thunderbird owners to learn about our club and top promote events. Check it out at:
www.FordPerformanceClubConnect.com



https://www.ihg.com/redirect?path=rates&brandCode=EX&localeCode=en&regionCode=1&hotelCode=harcl&checkInDate=05&checkInMonthYear=052026&checkOutDate=07&checkOutMonthYear=052026&_PMID=99801505&GPC=tfr&cn=no&adjustMonth=false&showApp=true&monthIndex=00
http://www.fordperformanceclubconnect.com/

Original Concept Design for the Bullet Birds of 1961-63. Ford management really was impressed
with it but thought it was better suited for the Lincoln Continental. And the rest is history as they
say.
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Every 1998 Thunderhird leaving
Wixom carried the hard work
and pride of its assembly crew in
every panel and hoit.

The beginning of Thunderbird Generation Two



FROM FORD... the_fine car of ils field ...

"lotally New
Power

The ‘58 Pord puts & wondeeful sew T addition to sew power, Vord
Kind of power st your command Deings you new Somed-Trigger Foodo-
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...in_four new lines of cars with styling’
inspired by the Thunderbird

This your's Foods—all 16 vew body stybs—
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New FAIRLANE series. T sow i 8 e o, which b bnchades tw 2w
4dooe Faietans Town Secdan (Ehastratod sbove)  Crrws Vietorss . rorw Sunbwe .
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- 55 Hord

- . d WORTH MORE WHEN YOU BUY IT...
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The ’57 Thunderbird has newly-styled front  Fins. Rear deck is longer and trunk holds sparc
and rear bumpers, wider checkerboard grille,  tire plus an extra cubic foot of cargo. Padded
and is Y4-inch lower than in 1956. Wheelbase  instrument panel and cushioned sun visors
remains at 102 inches. Rear fenders feature  are standard. Six all-vinyl interior trim schemes
the 1957 Jet Tube taillights and Hi-Canted arc offered.

Standard Hard Tog has circular quarter

EXTERIOR COLOR COMBINATIONS KEY TO TOP COLORS windows. Also available without quarter in-
dows. Top is easily removable.
Body Color Top Color Soft Tops
Raven Black..........a,c,d,1,2,3,6,8,9,10 a. Black Rayon c. Tan Rayon
Starmist Blue.........2,b,d,6,7,8 b. Blue Rayon d. White Vinyl
Colonial White........any top color
IFIamE Rl:d............a.c,d.1.6,7 Hard Tops :
neca Gold...iaoeie. .a,c,d,2,4,6,7 % x
¢ SRt 1. Flame Red 6. Colonial White =3
Thunderbird Bronze..c,d,5,6 5 ircacald RS Black £
3. Willow Green 8. Starmist Blue
4. Gunmetal Gray © 9. Dusk Rose Optional Soft Top is_snug-fitting, easily
5. T-Bird Bronze 10. Coral Sand stowed or removed. Available in black, blue,

or tan rayan, or white vinyl.

(Hard tops in color to malch exterior body color olso available at no extra cost.)



September July October
Thunderbird Celebrity Quiz Celebrity Thunderbird Quiz

Who is the celerbrity with The TBird?:

What Year Is The Thunderbird?:
Bonus: What famous, well known film
did she appear in?

Previous Winners:
2024

February: Judy Dickinson

March: Ann Collins / Scott Mummert

. April: Marsha Dixon

e TBird?: Jerry May: Gary Faircloth / Anne Collins / Scott Mummert
June: Dave Thomas

July: Cathy Kelly

August: Phyllis Cherry

. mber: mummert, Bob B li
What Year Is The Thunderbird?: 1956 e e hanummert; Bob Bosso
November: Barb Melnyk

December: Cathy Kelley

Who is the celerbrity
Lee Lewis

Bonus: What is the celebrity famous for?

2025
Singer, actor. Marrying his very underage January: Earl Dickinson
. February: Dan Luber, Earl Dickinson
young teenage cousin. March: Bob Bossoli

April: Bob Bossoli
May: Scott Mummert
Congratulations to Steve Dameron June: Phyllis Cherry

July: Bob Bossoli
August: Phyllis Cherry
R R September: Steve Dameron, Earl Dickinson
Respond to Skip with your guesses...er

answers.

It is never too late to submit your answer.




CLASSIFIEDS
THUNDERBIRD PROMOTIONAL MODEL CARS

Through the very graciouis generosity of club member Dave Shelton, we have four (now
three-thank you Scott!) Ford Thunderbird promotional model cars available for purchase by
club members. If you are not familiar with “promos”, they were produced by various model
manufacturers for the car manufacturers from the late 1940s through 2017. They were most
available and popular in the 1950s and 1960s. They are detailed, accurate models of the cars
they represent. Car dealers gave them to customers who bought the real cars and they sold
the models as well. The car manufacturers distributed them for promotional purposes, hence
their name. They were also sold at various retail outlets, but these versions are slightly
different in that they have flywherel motors to propel them. Although these versions were
unfortunately often purchased as toys, they are still truly collector items. The cars MATC has
available are true dealer promos, also referred to as coasters as they do not have the
flywheel motors (with one exception, the 1957, which was only available in the version
offered). The true dealer promos tend to be slightly more valuable, but condition, color, etc.,
is always the most important factor.

It has been decided the the funds from the sale of these cars would be donated to our
charitable partner “Custom & Classic Car Education Foundation”(savethehobby.org).
Checks for the purchase of the model cars should be made payable to the CCCEF. So you
not only get a great collectible, but you support a great cause as well. The cars being offered
are in very good to excellent condition. The price of the cars is $45 each. | will have them
available at the “Cherry Fest” in a few weerks as well as future MATC evernts.

1963 Thunderbird Hardtop Color is Fieldstone Tan




1960 Hardtop — Color is Platinum Poly SOLD!!

1957 — Color is Flame Red



Thunderbird 70*" Anniversary T-Shirts

The shirt will be red in color
with logo to left displayed on
front.

Prices:
S-XL = $11
XXL = $13
Thundertird Apprecidtion Day 3XL = $14

May 18th, 2025

Only a few remain available!!

Please contact Cathy via email regarding
availability.

70th Anniversary Hats
$15 Each

(plus s&h as applicable)

While Supply Very Limited Lasts

Contact Cathy or Steve If Interested




“A Club for Enthusiasts of the Ford Thunderbird of all years”
Application for Membership

Date:

First Name: Last Name: Birth month:

Spouses Name: Birth month:
Street Address:

City State Zip

Home - - Work - - Cell - -
Email :

Your occupation Spouse occupation

| was referred by:

List your Thunderbirds:

Year Style (HT, Conv, Landau, Use (show, pleasure, VIN
Car color) restoring)

ArlwWIN|F

Annual Dues: $25 due each January. MATC newsletter is only delivered electronically.
$15 if joining after June 1° of the year.
$25 if joining after October 1% (INCLUDES FOLLOWING YEAR (3 months free)
Name Tags $10 each:

Please PRINT names for tags above. Separate by comma if more than one.

Send To: Please Mail Application with your check payable to MATC to:

Ron Hill, Treasurer; 1905 Cypress Drive, Bel Air, 21015; 410-569-0106
Visit us at www.midatlantictbirdclub.org Like us on Facebook: mid-Atlantic thunderbird club.
The Mid-Atlantic Thunderbird Club is a tax-exempt Association under IRC 501 (c) (7).

(Revised January 2025)


http://www.midatlantictbirdclub.org/
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VICI Membership Application Form

NAME:
| SPOUSES NAME:
MAIL ADDRESS:
Icm( STATE /PROVINCE ZIP:
| COUNTRY: PHONE:
E-MAIL ADDRESS:
LIST NAME IN ROSTER? YES [J NO [J
LIST E-MAIL ADDRESS IN ROSTER? YES [0 NO [J
LIST TELEPHONE IN ROSTER? YES [ NO [
| PLEASE LIST THUNDERBIRD YOU OWN:
YEAR: MODEL:

l *Annual dues: $40.00 United States and Canada, $60.00 all other
I countries. Due the 31st of January each year. Canadian and overseas
payment must be in U.S. funds drawn on a U.S. bank
For NEW members only Send initial dues according to the month
! you join. You will then receive a renewal notice mailed with the
November/December Scoop.
| US and Al Other
Canada Countries
| January 7 February  $40.00 $60.00
March /April $35.00 $55.00
| May / June $30.00 $45.00
July / August $25.00 $40.00 -
I September / October $55.00 $90.00 includes next year
November / December $50.00 $80.00 includes next year
l VISA / MasterCard (circle one)
[ Card #
Expiration Date
| Name on Card
| (if different from above-please print)
Signature
| Please make check payable & mail to:

Vintage Thunderbird Club International

| P.O. Box 75308 Wichita, KS 67275
*Annual dues include a subscription to “Thunderbird Scoop” magazine.

L—_———_—_————J

Manch/Apnil 2020 63




MID-ATLANTIC THUNDERBIRD CLUB
OUR 50™ ANNIVERSARY
More Information and Application Available At:

http://www.midatlantictbirdclub.org
& Facebook Too
Serving 1955-2005 Ford Thunderbird Owners and
Enthusiasts in The Mid-Atlantic Area:
MD, VA, DE, WV, So.PA

Affiliated With:

SN TAGy,
TRundenbind

Benefits of Membership Include:
Tech support for all generations of Thunderbirds
Social Gatherings
Monthly Breakfast (Third Thursday @ Greek Village-Bel Air)
Monthly Newsletter
Affiliation with national clubs
Tech Sessions
Great, Exciting Excursions and Field Trips
Community Activity and Support
“Fun, Fun, Fun” with your Thunderbird



http://www.midatlantictbirdclub.org/

