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This Month in Thunderbird History:  

July 1, 2005: Last official production date for the 11th generation 
“retro” Thunderbird and Thunderbirds in general. A few cars may 
have been produced past this date.   

 

Mark Your Calendars For These Great Activities & Events: 
   

Tuesday TBird Lunch – August 18, 2026 11:30 AM 
Leelyn’s Dining Room, 9495 Old Annapolis Road, Ellicott City, MD 

RSVP Phyllis by August 17th, 410-747-1209, pacherry@comcast.net. 
Note: The first Tuesday lunch has been every other month so far. 
Consideration is being given to having a lunch in the intervening months in the 
same area. Stay tuned.  

 Second Wednesday TBird Lunch – July 8 @ Noon 
Inn 94, 4805 Carlisle Pike, New Oxford PA, 17350. RSVP Earl Dickinson @ 717-
873-8051. Join the Dickinsons and Scholls. 

Third Thursday TBird Lunch- July 16 @ 11:30 AM*** 

Madonna Seafood House, 4105 Norrisville Road, White Hall, MD 21161 

RSVP: Cathy Kelley, 443-417-0441, cathykelley49@gmail.com by July14thth 

 

MATC now has three lunch opportunities for members to attend. 
Through the gracious research and support of members there are 
three geographically diverse locations available. At least in Maryland. 
Virginia & Delaware folks-have an idea in your area? Pass it on and we 
will give it a shot. Without regular monthly meetings these luncheons 
are a great way for the membership to stay connected. Prefer 
breakfast meets? A different day? Let us know.   
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
 

Pot Luck Picnic @ Stephanie & Scott’s 
Saturday, September 26, at 1pm 

 
Stephanie & Scott have graciously stepped up to host a second event 
at their home this year to replace the traditional Cherry Fest @ Phyllis 
Cherry’s cabin. It is anticipated that the gathering at Phylis’ will return 
next year when construction and remodeling at her cabin is completed.  
More specific information and guidelines as to what to bring will be 
provided in future newsletters. The date stays the same, just the venue 
has changed.  

 

 

 

 

http://www.midatlantictbirdclub.org/
mailto:skelley@gottogotravel.net
mailto:cathykelley49@gmail.com
mailto:thunderbirdmike@juno.com
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We had a good turnout at All Ford Nationals in Carlisle PA Jun 5-6, 2026, although not as good 
as the past couple years.  We missed some of our ‘regulars’. We fellowshipped with LVTC, Central 
PA Thunderbird Club and Tom Przedwojewski from VTCI who sponsored the tent again this year. 
The meals shared with friends on both Friday and Saturday nights were very good with some fun 
conversations.   
 
Our annual picnic at the Denhams was June 14, hoping it would be cooler than in the past but it 
wasn’t.  Zoeanne once again welcomed us into their home and we had great food and lots of fun 
and conversation. Dan was looking good and getting around well, although not always sure why we 
were there.  Skip presented trivia prizes as has become tradition at our gatherings.  If you are a 
trivia winner, you better show up! 
 
The weather was outrageously hot for the 4th of July parades and our participation was down 
because of that. We only had 4 cars in the Towson parade, thanks to Anne Collins, Doug Read, 
Skip Panowitz and Cathy.  Once again we carried veterans and their names were on signs on our 
cars, thanks to Anne, and were called out at the reviewing stands. Due to the heat we decided not 
to participate in the Bel Air parade this year.   Skip has photos in this newsletter.   
 
We hope to get the birds out for an ice cream run sometime in August.   We’ll keep you posted via 
newsletter when we come up with something. 
 
Also on August 22 our friends at Central PA Thunderbird Club are having a car show in Carlisle 
PA.  Looks like food, music, fun and prizes.  Let’s get some folks together and support our fellow 
Tbird friends.  See flyer elsewhere in the newsletter. 
 
Thanks, 
 
 

Cathy & Steve                                                                         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

   President’s Message 
        July 2026 
 
 

 

 

 

MATC getting the cars all decorated ahead of                                                           
Towson’s parade. 

 

 

      Anne’s hood ornament 
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MATC EVENTS CALENDAR 
Official MATC/ITC activities are marked with *** and printed in bold. Our Thunderbird Club events are open to all years of Thunderbirds. Other events such 

as “AACA” events adhere to the 25-year rule or other designation. Applicable restrictions will be noted with each event. 

 Date Event Sponsor Location Additional Information 

Tuesdays @  
11:30 am 

Southside Tuesday 
TBird Lunch 

***MATC 
To Be Determined 

Each Month 
Will be scheduled on an 

occasional basis 

2nd  Wed 
Noon 

Second Wednesday 
Lunch 

***MATC 
Inn 94, 4805 Carlisle 

Pike, New Oxford PA, 
17350. 

Contact: Earl Dickinson @ 
717-873-8051 

 

Third Thursday 
11:30 AM 
Monthly 

Monthly Lunch 
Gathering 

 

***MATC 

Madonna Seafood 
House 

4105 Norrisville Road, 
White Hall, MD 21161 

Just north of Jarrettsville on Rt 
23. Just past the flashing red 

light.  

Sundays 
7-9 AM 

Cars & Coffee: No Competition, 
No Trophies, Just Fun & 

Socialization 
- 

Bel Air Plaza SC 
Bel Air, MD 

7-9 Am, Every Sunday 
Weather permitting 

 

 2026    

July 4th July 4th Parades ***MATC Towson & Bel Air Contact Cathy For Details 

August 22 Central PA TBird Club Car Show CPTC 
Masonic Temple 

Carlisle PA 
See Attached Flyer 

Sept 8-13 VTCI Convention  VTCI/CTCI Flagstaff, AZ Details Below 

September 26 
Pot Luck @ Scott & Stephanie’s 
(this replaces the Cherry Fest 

this year only) 
***MATC Hanover, PA Details To Follow 

October 8-11 Endless Summer-Ocean City, MD 
Special 

Products  
Various-OC MD Specialeventpro.com 

October 17 Rockville Car Show 
City of 

Rockville 

603 Edmonston Dr 
Rockville, MD 

More Details To Follow 

December 13 MATC Christmas Gathering ***MATC 
Dobbin House 
Gettysburg, PA 

Additional Details 
Forthcoming 

 2027    

June 4-6 Carlisle Ford Nationals 
***MATC 

VTCI 
Carlisle, PA 
Fairgrounds   

Details To Follow. Reduced price 
Gate Passes available now. 

 
There are many car shows and cruise nights in our service area on a weekly basis. Some of the more popular events 
are listed above. Please also check out the complete list of events on the Car Show & Cruise Guide website @ 
www.cruiseguide.com. If you know of a “local” show that you think will be of interest to our membership, please 
provide the information to Skip.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

http://www.cruiseguide.com/
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MATC Member News & Happenings:

 

 

 

 
The officers and members of MATC wish the following member(s) a very happy 

birthday: 

July Birthdays: 

 

Tom Young (5), Zoeanne Denham (9), Bob Ridolfi (16), Kathy Ridolfi (31)  

Anne Collins 

=======================================================        

Membership News: 
Please be sure to use the recruitment cards and/or attached flyer when you see prospective members and 
their cars.  Need an application for MATC, ITC or VTCI? Contact Cathy, Steve, Mike or Skip 
 
 

• Lots of recent activity at the Hill’s:  

o First, treasurer Ron had cataract surgery on both eyes over a two week period. The results have been 

successful. Ron says he enjoys his new view on life. On the other hand, Jean wonders when she can 

expect to stop hearing him singing “I can see clearly now…” all day long. 

o Speaking of Jean, she also had a surgical experience in preparation for here future cataract surgery.  

• Congratulations to our favorite boy racer Tom Young who recently won First Place in his class at the Mid-Atlantic 

Stock/Super Stock Series competition held in Hagerstown. There were 40 cars running that day. As most of you know 

Tom restored the 1975 Dodge Coronet that his late brother purchased exclusively to race. Tom has restored and 

campaigned it in his brother’s memory. And it was raced very successfully. Tom has taken this labor of brotherly love 

to numerous awards and recognition including winning its class in AACA competition. See photos of Tom and the car 

elsewhere in the newsletter.   

• Betty Marcellino is recovering from a recent fall. We wish her the best for her continuing recovery.   

• Sunshine lady Barb Panowitz continues to work on getting her mobility and balance back on track since her falls last 

year.  

• Dwight Dixon is recovering from a second cancer treatment series.   

• Please keep our members dealing with a variety of medical issues in your thoughts and prayers:  

          Dan Denham, Mike Melnyk. 

  

MATC members  are reminded and encouraged to provide Barb with any important information  

regarding health issues, special occasions, awards, etc., for appropriate recognition. Barb’s contact 

info: 443-504-5542 (phone or text); ladyofthelake21014@yahoo.com.  

Please keep our convalescing members in your thoughts and prayers as they deal with their medical issues. 
 

The most recent MATC Membership Roster was recently distributed in a separate email. It 
traditionally is distributed twice per year – in April after all renewals are confirmed and in 
November with any updates. It is updated on an ongoing basis. Can’t find yours? Contact Cathy, 
Steve or Skip for another copy.   

mailto:ladyofthelake21014@yahoo.com
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Annual Denham’s Pot-Luck Gethering 

June 15, 2026 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   The meeting comes to order 
                                             Judy - TBird Celebrity Quiz Winner 
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Always plenty of great food 
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Towson 4th of July Parade 2026 
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Congratulations to Tom Young for winning his class at the Mid-Atlantyic 

Stock/Super Stock competition held at Mason-DixonDragway in Hagerstown.  
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Candid Camera  

Our “eyes” are everywhere!! 

 

 
Cathy & Steve before Thunderbirds 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Al & Lois at a recent            Charles S. at recent Hunt Valley Cars & Coffee 

southside luncheon 
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This looks real interesting & is right in our back yard.  
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Annual Car Show

All Makes and Models Welcome

    
Dash Plaques to first 100 Entrants - 25+ Trophies - 50/50 

Door Prizes for All Entrants - Goody Bags - Silent Auction 

Food Sale by Old Bellaire Chapter #375, OES 

Join us for Fun, Good Food, Music, & Great Prizes
Pre- registration Deadline – August 15, 2026 - Registration closes 11:00 day of show 

For Information contact: Mike Fitzpatrick at 717-712-0963 or mfitz64@yahoo.com 

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

_ Registration Form – Return this section to: Mike Fitzpatrick-102 Strayer Drive-Carlisle, PA 

17013 

Name: ______________________________________________ email: 

________________________________ 

Street: _________________________________________ City: __________________________ State: 

______ 

 Zip: ________ Phone: _____________ Club Affiliations: 

____________________________________________ 

Vehicle Year: __________ Make:__________________________ Model: 

______________________________  

Special 

Features____________________________________________________________________________  

 ❑ Pre-registration: $15.00 (Deadline – August 15, 2026)        ❑ Day of Show Registration: $20.00 

Checks payable to: Please read and sign the following WAIVER: 
As a participant I, and all who will be accompanying me, release the Central Pennsylvania Thunderbird Club, the Masonic Temple, & the Order of the Eastern Star 

Old Bellaire Chapter #375, their officers, directors, employees, agents, representatives, or anyone else connected with the management of this Car Show from any 

and all known or unknown damages, injuries, losses, judgments, and/or claims from any causes whatsoever that may be suffered by participation in this event.  

SIGNATURE OF PARTICIPANT: ______________________________________________ Date:

mailto:mfitz64@yahoo.com
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MATC is now officially a part of Ford Performance-Club Connect. This is another opportunity for 
Thunderbird owners to learn about our club and top promote events. Check it out at: 

www.FordPerformanceClubConnect.com 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Retro Thunderbird Headlight Bulb  
Replacement 

 
One of the complaints often heard from Retro owners is how weak the illumination is from the headlights on 
their cars. Our member Tom Young has resolved this problem by replacing the factory bulbs with state of art 
LED versions. The cost of doing this is about $185 for the headlights and running lights.  Tom has graciously 
agreed to assist all members interested in making the change. We are considering a tech session depending 
on how many folks are interested.  
 
The procedure is relatively simple. It only requires removing both front fenders, hood, valance panel, grille 
radiator and fan.  JUST KIDDING!!  Tom says all that is needed equipment wise is a screwdriver and gloves.  
 
I am going to contact the seller when I see what interest there is to see if we can get a break on the price. Or 
at least save on shipping. The cost for the headlight bulbs is $126.40, for the running light bulbs $28.78. Tom 
says you don't need to do both, but he thought the running light upgrade made a bigger difference than the 
headlights.  
 
Please let me know your interest by July 15th if possible.   
 
Skip 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.fordperformanceclubconnect.com/
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June Thunderbird Celebrity Quiz 

 

Who is the celerbrity with The TBird?  
(the guy) John Forsythe 
 
What year is the Thunderbird?: 1957 
 
Bonus: What Is The Celebrity Famous For?  
(in addition to the show noted on the rear 

deck) 
Bachelor Father, Dynasty. He also had a 

prominent role in the movie “…and 
Justice For All” which was filmed and set 

in Baltimore. 
 

Congratulatuons to Sandy Read for the 
winning answers.  

July 
Celebrity Thunderbird Quiz 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Who are the celerbrities with The TBird?: 
What Year Is The Thunderbird?: 
Bonus: What is the name of the TV show  
they appeared in?  
================================== 

Previous Winners: 
2025 

January: Earl Dickinson 
February: Dan Luber, Earl Dickinson 
March: Bob Bossoli 
April: Bob Bossoli 
May: Scott Mummert  
June: Phyllis Cherry 
July: Bob Bossoli 
August: Phyllis Cherry 
September: Steve Dameron, Earl Dickinson 
October: Judy Dickinson 
November/December: Dave Thomas 
 

2026 
January: Stephanie Nagy 
February: Cathy Kelley 
March: Dwight Dixon 
April: Cathy Ridolfi 
May: Judy Dickinson 
June: Sandy Read  
July: Will this be you?   
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Ford Abandoned One Thunderbird Trademark 
Two Years Ago 

By Brett Foote 

June 3, 2026 7:09 am 

 

 

2 
 

Back in January 2021, Ford filed to trademark "Thunderbird" with the United States 
Patent and Trademark Office under the goods and services category of "motor vehicles, 
namely, concept motor vehicles; four-wheeled motor vehicles." This conjured up plenty 
of speculation that the Ford Thunderbird was set to make a return as a result, and 
as Ford Authority previously reported, that nameplate was being considered for a 
performance-oriented vehicle - and perhaps even a new halo car. 

 

 

https://fordauthority.com/author/brett-foote/
https://fordauthority.com/2026/06/ford-abandoned-one-thunderbird-trademark-two-years-ago/#comments
https://fordauthority.com/2021/01/ford-thunderbird-trademark-filing-suggests-potential-revival/
https://fordauthority.com/2022/05/ford-thunderbird-being-considered-as-possible-corvette-rival-exclusive/
https://fordauthority.com/2022/05/ford-thunderbird-being-considered-as-possible-corvette-rival-exclusive/
https://fordauthority.com/2022/09/ford-thunderbird-project-envisioned-as-high-performance-halo/
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Now, however, we're learning that this very same Ford Thunderbird trademark filing was 
abandoned by the automaker on September 16th, 2024, "because no Statement of Use 
or Extension Request timely filed after Notice of Allowance was issued," according to the 
latest update. This is just one of several trademarks Ford has abandoned over the years, 
a common practice when companies opt not to move forward without using those pieces 
of intellectual property. 

Ad ends in 11 

Video Muted 

 

It is worth noting that Ford still holds a number of other Thunderbird trademarks for 
things like parts and merchandise, so it hasn't completely given up on that historic name. 
However, this abandonment does seem to signal that The Blue Oval has opted not to 
use the Ford Thunderbird name on a future vehicle, which would make sense given the 
company's preference to conjure up new nameplates these days, rather than revive old 
ones. 

Regardless, this isn't exactly great news for fans of the T-Bird hoping that it would make 
a comeback in the future. It's one that has a long history in the automotive realm, living 
from the 1955 to 2005 model years, with a hiatus from 1998 to 2001. Those 11 
generations are book-ended by two-seat convertible sports cars, with various other 
models sprinkled in between - including a four-seat hardtop coupe, a four-seat 
convertible, a five-seat convertible and hardtop, a four-door hardtop sedan, a six-
passenger hardtop coupe, and a five-passenger pillared coupe. 

 
 
 

https://fordauthority.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Ford-Thunderbird-USPTO-Abandoned-Trademark.jpg
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CLASSIFIEDS 
Thunderbird Promotional Model Cars 

 
Through the very graciouis generosity of club member Dave Shelton, we have four (now 
three-thank you Scott!) Ford Thunderbird promotional model cars available for purchase by 
club members. If you are not familiar with “promos”, they were produced by various model 
manufacturers for the car manufacturers from the late 1940s through 2017. They were most 
available and popular in the 1950s and 1960s. They are detailed, accurate models of the cars 
they represent. Car dealers gave them to customers who bought the real cars and they sold 
the models as well. The car manufacturers distributed them for promotional purposes, hence 
their name. They were also sold at various retail outlets, but these versions are slightly 
different in that they have flywherel motors to propel them. Although these versions were 
unfortunately often purchased as toys, they are still truly collector items. The cars MATC has 
available are true dealer promos, also referred to as coasters as they do not have the 
flywheel motors (with one exception, the 1957, which was only available in the version 
offered). The true dealer promos tend to be slightly more valuable, but condition, color, etc., 
is always the most important factor.   
 
It has been decided the the funds from the sale of these cars would be donated to our 
charitable partner “Custom & Classic Car Education Foundation”(savethehobby.org). 
Checks for the purchase of the model cars should be made payable to the CCCEF. So you 
not only get a great collectible, but you support a great cause as well. The cars being offered 
are in very good to excellent condition. The price of the cars is $45 each. I will have them 
available at the Christmas Dinner as well as future MATC evernts.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1963 Thunderbird Hardtop      Color is Fieldstone Tan 
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1962 Hardtop-Color is Sahara Rose: Note undercarriage detail & sales info on dealer version 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                      1957 – Color is Flame Red 
 

Why not consider purchasing one of these great, collectible 
promotional model cars as your charitable partner donation? You get 
the deduction for your taxes as well as a great collectible.  
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Thunderbirds For Sale 

As most of you know, long time MATC member Joe Zentgraf passed on last year. 
His two Thunderbirds are now for sale. The details and photos are listed below. wo 

C 

CCCC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2005 

2005 Thunderbird 

• Medium Steel Blue-A one year color 

• 42K miles 

• Two Tops 

• Asking price: $20k 
 
Contact is Joe's daughter for both cars 
Both cars located in the Ellicott City, MD area 
Deanna Smith 443-980-3129 
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1957 Thunderbird 
details: 

• Colonial white 

• White hard top 

• Genuine Thunderbird soft-top w/  swing bar & tan canvas top installed by 
Prestige 

• Black & tan interior 

• Classic Auto Air AC & heat that utilizes stock controls 

• Overdrive AOD automatic transmission 

• Borgeson power steering box 

• 5 wire wheels with new radial whitewall tires 

• Original Town & Country radio converted toAM/FM. and transistorized 

• 312 CI V8 rebuilt less than 1000 miles 

• 312 heads reworked and valve seats hardened for no-lead gas 

• Front brakes converted to Disc 

• Duel master cylinder with power brakes 

• Rear brake wheel cylinders replaced 

• All front suspension bushings replaced 
• Price: $38,500.  

ed note: This is likely one of the finest ’57 Thunderbirds you will find. It was Joe’s pride and 
joy. I talked often with him about the car and his efforts and challenges restoring it. The soft 
top repair story alone would have made for a good newsletter article. I am sure he would 
want to see it, and the ’05, go to a good home. 
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2005 Thunderbird 
o Medium Steel Blue Metallic-one year color 
o 74,800 miles 
o Hardtop and stand, Blue Accent Interior.  
o Service records available 
o Asking Price: $15,000. Car is located in Hagerstown, MD 
o Contact: Craig Wachter, 240-520-8753, c.wachter@myactv.net 

o 222 
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History 

 
 
 

 

                                                             Are you sure this is how to change the oil?      
 
 
 
 
 
 Here are some MATC members that may be able to help:  
 

1955 – 1960 1961- 1966 2002-2005 

Tom Young 
Tbirdtoms60@verizon.net 
443-744-6338 

Mike Melnyk 
thunderbirdmike@juno.com  
610-574-5738 

Skip Panowitz 
Skip.panowitz@yahoo.com  
410-638-6446 

Commercial Service Shops   
Classic Car Shop 
1413 Shoemaker Rd 
Baltimore, MD 
(Mount Washington area) 
410-828-5165 

Treasured Motor Cars 
917 E. Tolna Road 
New Freedom, PA  
(near Maryland line) 
717-227-6787 

 

If these guys can’t answer your question, they will sure know where to find it. If you know someone that we 
should add to the list, please share them with us.  
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
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mailto:Tbirdtoms60@verizon.net
mailto:thunderbirdmike@juno.com
mailto:Skip.panowitz@yahoo.com
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GGGG 

elp usher in a new era design at Ford in  
 
 
              
              
           
Date______________________  
                                                                                            Date:____________________________________ 
                                                                                                                              
First Name: ___________________  Last Name:_____________________  Birth month:____________ 
Spouses Name: _______________________________________________  Birth month:____________ 
Street Address: _______________________________________________________________________ 
City ________________________________________ State __________________ Zip _____________ 
Home ____-____-______    Work ____-____-______                         Cell ____-____-______ 
Email : ______________________________________________________________________________ 
Your occupation ___________________   Spouse occupation __________________________________ 
I was referred by: _____________________________________________________________________ 
List your Thunderbirds: 

   
Car 

Year Style (HT, Conv, Landau, 
color) 

Use (show, pleasure, 
restoring) 

VIN 

1     

2     

3     

4     

 

Annual Dues:  $25 due each January. MATC newsletter is only delivered electronically.   
  $15 if joining after June 1st of the year. 

$25 if joining after October 1st, (INCLUDES FOLLOWING YEAR (3 months free) 
Name Tags $10 each: ___ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
  Please PRINT names for tags above.  Separate by comma if more than one. 
 

Send To: Please Mail Application with your check payable to MATC  to: 

  Ron Hill, Treasurer; 1905 Cypress Drive, Bel Air, 21015; 410-569-0106 
Visit us at www.midatlantictbirdclub.org   Like us on Facebook: mid-Atlantic thunderbird club. 
The Mid-Atlantic Thunderbird Club is a tax-exempt Association under IRC 501 (c) (7). 
 
(Revised January 2025) 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mid-Atlantic Thunderbird Club 
“A Club for Enthusiasts of the Ford Thunderbird of all years” 

Application for Membership 

 
                             Date:__________________________ 

 

http://www.midatlantictbirdclub.org/
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MID-ATLANTIC THUNDERBIRD CLUB 
OUR  52nd ANNIVERSARY 

More Information and Application Available At: 

http://www.midatlantictbirdclub.org 

& Facebook Too 

Serving 1955-2005 Ford Thunderbird Owners and 

Enthusiasts in The Mid-Atlantic Area: 

MD, VA, DE, WV, So.PA 

Affiliated With: 

 
VTCI 

 

 
ITC 

Benefits of Membership Include: 
- Tech support for all generations of Thunderbirds                            
- Social Gatherings 
- Monthly Lunch (Third Thursday @ Various Locations) 
- Monthly Newsletter 
- Affiliation with national clubs 
- Tech Sessions 
- Great, Exciting Excursions and Field Trips 
- Community Activity and Support 
- “Fun, Fun, Fun” with your Thunderbird 

 
 

    
  
 

http://www.midatlantictbirdclub.org/

