
.  

MID-ATLANTIC THUNDERBIRD CLUB 

Charter & Founding Chapter, International Thunderbird Club 

 

MATC THUNDERBIRD 

NEWSLETTER 

 

http://www.midatlantictbirdclub.org 

  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

                         Happy 4th of July 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Ways  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

July 2025 
 

OFFICERS 

 
Co-Presidents 

Steve Kelley 

443-371-3030 

skelley@gottogotravel.net  

 

Cathy Kelley 

443-417-0441 

cathykelley49@gmail.com 

 

V. President, 

Membership 

Mike Melnyk 

610-279-6279 

thunderbirdmike@juno.com  

 

Treasurer 

Ron Hill 

410-569-8539 

fglong1@hotmail.com 

 

Secretary 

Lynn Horn 

410-377-5824 

lynnhorn704@gmail.com 

y  

 

Editor 

Skip Panowitz 

410-456-5276 

skip.panowitz@yahoo.com 

 

Webmaster 

Steve Kelley 

443-371-3030 

skelley@gottogotravel.net 

 

Sunshine Lady 

Barb Panowitz 
Ladyofthelake21014@yahoo.com 

443-504-5542 

This Month in Thunderbird History:  

• July 5, 2005: Last “official” day for retro Thunderbird production. 
Actual last car was likely produced a day or so later.      

 

Mark Your Calendars For These Great Activities & Events: 
   

Third Thursday TBird Lunch- July 17, 2025 @ 11:30 am**** 

Casa Mia Restaurant, 17417 York Road, Parkton, MD  21120 
You read that right. Lunch, not breakfast. A New Time. A New Location. We are 
testing the waters to see if this might be more convenient for folks. Please let 

Cathy know by July 12th if you plan to attend.     

 

 

Sunday, September 21, 1:00 PM 
Annual $2 Potluck Social 
Hosted by Phyllis Cherry 

14401 Water Company Road, Cascade MD, 21719 

(Near Thurmont, MD). 

Please RSVP by September 17th so our host can prepare, 

Phyllis Cell: 443-831-2194  email: pacherry@comcast.net 
Please bring a dish in the food category listed by the first letter of your last 

name, The $2 goes to the host to offset costs. Phyllis and family are providing 

venue, paper goods, utensils, beverages, condiments, etc. 

 

“H to Q” Main Dish    “A to G” Salad      “R to Z” Dessert 
 

If bringing a salad or main dish, please provide enough to serve at least 8 

people. If bringing a dessert, please provide enough to serve at least 10 

people. 

Note: Depending on attendance you might be contacted and asked to bring a 

different item. 
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We had a wonderful turnout at All Ford Nationals in Carlisle PA Jun 6-8, 2025 for a special 
celebration of the Thunderbird’s 70th anniversary!  We fellowshipped with LVTC, Central PA 
Thunderbird Club and Tom Przedwojewski and Allen Tast from VTCI who sponsored the tent this 
year. John Paganini from CTCI also joined us there. The meals shared with friends on both Friday 
and Saturday nights were very good with some fun conversations. Horrible thunder storm on Friday, 
but nobody melted and they even had a Thunderbird parade during the storm.  
Needlesthunderstorme of us participated in it…we are smarter than that.  Thanks to Skip and Earl 
for all their work helping set up the weekend. 
 
Our annual picnic at the Denham’s was June 22, and we hoped it would be cooler than in the 
past but it wasn’t.  Zoeanne once again welcomed us into their home and we had great food and 
lots of fun and conversation. We felt like Dan was glad to see us also. 
 
Skip turned the weather responsibility to Earl Dickinson for the 4th of July parades and Earl did an 
excellent job.  It was a gorgeous day and we had 9 cars in the Towson parade and 7 in Bel Air.  
Thanks to all who turned out!  From MATC we had Skip Panowitz, Anne Collins, Earl & Judy 
Dickinson, Doug Read, Charles Samorodin, Dan Luber and myself, Cathy Kelley. We had 2 
gentlemen from Central PA, Mike Fitzpatrick and Don Bowers join us and they hung out at our 
house between parades where we provided picnic food, as did the Panowitzs, Dickinsons and our 
brand new members Carolyn Petralia and Phil Mooney.  We were impressed and greatly appreciate 
your support. → A huge shout out to Anne Collins for creating and providing the magnetic signs with 
the veterans’ info for the cars.  Their names were called out as we passed the reviewing stands as 
well as by spectators.  Skip has photos in this newsletter.  Best parade ever!! 
 
We hope to get the birds out for an ice cream run sometime in August.   Suggestions?  We’ll keep 
you posted via newsletter when we come up with something. 
 
Thanks, 
 
 

Cathy & Steve                                                                         
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                         
 

   President’s Message 
        July 2025 
 
 

 

 

 

   President’s Message 
        July 2025 
 
 

 

 

Cathy leads MATC in Bel Air parade with her veteran.                       
(photo taken by her daughter) 
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EVENTS CALENDAR 
Official MATC/ITC activities are marked with *** and printed in bold. Our Thunderbird Club events are open to all years of Thunderbirds. Other events such 

as “AACA” events adhere to the 25-year rule or other designation. Applicable restrictions will be noted with each event. 

 Date Event Sponsor Location Additional Information 

Third Thursday 
11:30 AM 
Monthly 

Monthly Lunch Gathering 
 

***MATC 

Casa Mia Restaurant 

17417 York Road, 
Parkton, MD  21120 

Just off of I-83 Exit 27 
Mt Carmel Road 

All Year 
Cars & Coffee: No Competition, 

No Trophies, Just Fun & 
Socialization 

- 
Bel Air Plaza SC 

Bel Air, MD 

7-9 Am, Every Sunday 
Weather permitting 

 

 2025    

July 11 
National Collector Car 

Appreciation Day 
__ TBD TBD 

Sept 9-13 VTCI/CTCI Convention VTCI Grapevine Texas See Details Below 

September 20 Save The Hobby Car Show CCCEF Parkton, MD See Flyer Below 

September 21 Cherry Fest ***MATC Cascade MD Details To Follow 

October 9-12 Endless Summer OC 
Special 
Events Prod 

Ocean City Conv  
Center and Inlet 

Specialeventpro.com 

October 18 Rockville Car Show 
City of 

Rockville 
603 Edmonston Dr 
Rockville, MD  

More Details To Follow 

Dec 14 MATC Christmas Dinner ***MATC 
Dobbin House 
Gettysburg PA 

Additional Details 
Forthcoming 

 
There are many car shows and cruise nights in our service area on a weekly basis. Some of the more popular events 
are listed above. Please also check out the complete list of events on the Car Show & Cruise Guide website @ 
www.cruiseguide.com. If you know of a “local” show that you think will be of interest to our membership, please 
provide the information to Skip.   

 

 

Save the hobby.org 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

http://www.cruiseguide.com/
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The officers and members of MATC wish the following member(s) a very happy 

birthday: 

 

June Birthdays: 

 

Tom Young (5), Zoeanne Denham (9), John Horn (14), Bob Ridolfi (16), 

Kathy Ridolfi (31)  
Membership: 

 
Welcome aboard to the following new members: 
 

• Carolyn Petralia & Phil Mooney, 2003 Mountain Shadow Gray. They have jumped right in 
getting involved with MATC by  participating in the Bel Air 4th of July parade.  

 
We look forward to seeing them at future MATC events.  

 
Please remember to use the recruitment cards and/or flyer when you see prospective members and their 
cars.  

 
 

      Member News & Happenings: 

Please be sure to use the recruitment cards and/or attached flyer when you see prospective members and their 
cars.  Need an application for MATC, ITC or VTCI? Contact Cathy, Steve, Mike or Skip 
 

• John Horn continues to recuperate at the Care Center at Oakcrest recovering from a fall and other 
medical issues. 

 

• Dan Denham continues in hospice care at home. He can have visitors but Zoeanne  

     requests to coordinate visits with her first. 

• As a reminder, Barbara Panowitz has assumed the responsibility of Sunshine Lady. MATC members  are are 

encouraged to provide Barb with any important information regarding health, special occasions,   

awards, etc., for appropriate recognition. Barb’s contact info: 443-504-5542 (phone or text); 

ladyofthelake21014@yahoo.com.  

Please keep our convalescing members in your thoughts and prayers as they deal with their medical issues.  

Please submit your news, special occasions, etc., to the editor for publication in the Newsletter to keep 

the membership up to date on member happenings, health, and well-being. Remember, inquiring minds want to know! 

 
 

 

mailto:ladyofthelake21014@yahoo.com
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MATC & VTCI At 2025 Carlisle Ford Nationals  
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Our Own Tom Young’s ‘60 Was Featured In The 70th Anniversary Display Tent 
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No, those white spots above and below are not digital “noise”. They are rain. Lots & lots of it for 
almost two hours on Friday, and enough to delay trekking to the showfield until nearly noon on 
Saturday. But, hey, what do you excpect? it is Ford Carlisle!! 
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Saturday Night Dinner At The Rustic Tavern, A Favorite 
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Annual Pot-Luck At The Denham’s 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Even  

 

 

 

Even though moving the date up to June from July to avoid the heat did not work out as planned, 
everyone had a great time playing Thunderbird Bingo. And there was plenty of great food too.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



.  

 

It Isn’t The 4th of July Without Parades and Thunderbirds 

First - Towson, MD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staging Area #1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                          Staging Area #2 
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A Little R&R At The Kelley’s Between Parades 
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Then - Bel Air, MD 
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A huge group of parade goers cheered on the “Vets” throughout the parade route                  Our biggest fan!! 
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  Upcoming “Thunderbird” Events 2026 

 
Thunderbird Friends Reunion #3, Carlisle, PA, June 5-7, 2026 

A reunion of Thunderbird friends is again being planned in conjunction with the 2026 Carlisle Ford 
Nationals.  A block of rooms has been reserved. The reservation link will be posted soon. We are 
again getting a special room rate and a hospitality room will be available. The host hotel information 
is listed below: 
 
Holiday Inn Express & Suites Carlisle Southwest I-81 
1501 Commerce Ave 
Carlisle, PA 
717-241-0052 
 

The direct hotel reservation link will be posted as soon as it is available. 

 
Restaurant arrangements: 
Friday Night, June 5, Time & location TBD: 
Stay tuned for more details in the future.  
 
Saturday Night, June 6, 6:30 PM: 
Rustic Tavern, 823 Newville Road, Carlisle, PA 

It was a big hit last year and is back again by popular demand.  There will be a be dedicated 
menu, similar to last year, that will be published later. The food is great and prices are 
reasonable.  

Note: Seating is will again likely be very, very limited.  
 

 

2026 Carlisle FORD Nationals 
June 5, 6, 7 

Check the Carlisleevents.com website for information regarding early registration discounts.  

VERY IMPORTANT: Register your club affiliation as VTCI 
 

We had a great time this year (see photos) in spite of a little rain. Well, a lot of rain in a very short period of 
time. Plan to join us in 2026.  

 

 

 

 

MATC is now officially a part of Ford Performance-Club Connect. This is another opportunity for 
Thunderbird owners to learn about our club and top promote events. Check it out at: 

www.FordPerformanceClubConnect.com 

http://www.fordperformanceclubconnect.com/
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For more specific information regarding the schedule of activities 

and events: vintagethunderbirdclub.net/2025internationalevents.pdf 
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   July 
Thunderbird Celebrity Quiz 

 

Who is the celerbrity with The TBird?: 

What Year Is The Thunderbird?:  
(I will except the generation name  or any of the possible years) 
 

Bonus: Who is with the celebrity in the back 
seat?: 

 
(this one is too easy so more questions to 

answer are required. ed ) 
 
 
 
 

Respond to Skip with your guesses…er 
answers. 

It is never too late to submit your answer.  

 

June 
Celebrity Thunderbird Quiz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who is the celerbrity with The TBird?: 
Kate Hudson 
What Year Is The Thunderbird?: 1962 
Bonus: Who are  her famous parents?  

Goldie Hawn & Bill Hudson 
 

Congratulations To Phyllis Cherry 
================================== 

Previous Winners: 
2024 

February: Judy Dickinson 
March: Ann Collins / Scott Mummert 
April: Marsha Dixon 
May: Gary Faircloth / Anne Collins / Scott Mummert 
June: Dave Thomas 
July: Cathy Kelly 
August: Phyllis Cherry 
September: Scott mummert, Bob Bossoli 
October: Dave Thomas 
November: Barb Melnyk 
December: Cathy Kelley 
 

2025 
January: Earl Dickinson 
February: Dan Luber, Earl Dickinson 
March: Bob Bossoli 
April: Bob Bossoli 
May: Scott Mummert  
June: Phyllis Cherry 
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Special Thunderbird Quiz for July 
 

Below are images of almost every one of the 18 colors available on the 2002-2005 retro 
Thunderbirds. There will be a special prize (or prizes) who can: 
 

• Correctly identify all of the colors shown. For special models the designation and official 
color name must be indicated. Note: Images #1 & 6 are the same. 

• Image # 5 was available as standard color all four years of retro Thunderbird production-what 
is it?  

o It is  also the body color of a special model. What is it? Here’s a hint: It was the first 
special model.  

• What color is missing? What is its significance?  
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CLASSIFIEDS 

 

Thunderbird 70th Anniversary T-Shirts  

 

 
The shirt will be red in color 
with logo to left displayed on 
front. 
 

Prices: 
S-XL = $11 
XXL = $13 
3XL = $14 

 
Only a few remain available!! 

 
 

Please contact Cathy via email regarding 
availability. 
  
 

 
 

 
                                              

 

 

70th Anniversary Hats 

$15 Each 

(plus s&h as applicable) 

While Supply Very Limited Lasts 

Contact Cathy or Steve If Interested  
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+++++++++++++++============================ 

 

+++++++++++++++ later 

 

 help usher in a new era design at Ford in  
 
 
              
              
           
Date______________________  
                                                                                            Date:____________________________________ 
                                                                                                                              
First Name: ___________________  Last Name:_____________________  Birth month:____________ 
Spouses Name: _______________________________________________  Birth month:____________ 
Street Address: _______________________________________________________________________ 
City ________________________________________ State __________________ Zip _____________ 
Home ____-____-______    Work ____-____-______                         Cell ____-____-______ 
Email : ______________________________________________________________________________ 
Your occupation ___________________   Spouse occupation __________________________________ 
I was referred by: _____________________________________________________________________ 
List your Thunderbirds: 

   
Car 

Year Style (HT, Conv, Landau, 
color) 

Use (show, pleasure, 
restoring) 

VIN 

1     

2     

3     

4     

 

Annual Dues:  $25 due each January. MATC newsletter is only delivered electronically.   
  $15 if joining after June 1st of the year. 

$25 if joining after October 1st, (INCLUDES FOLLOWING YEAR (3 months free) 
Name Tags $10 each: ___ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
  Please PRINT names for tags above.  Separate by comma if more than one. 
 

Send To: Please Mail Application with your check payable to MATC  to: 

  Ron Hill, Treasurer; 1905 Cypress Drive, Bel Air, 21015; 410-569-0106 
Visit us at www.midatlantictbirdclub.org   Like us on Facebook: mid-Atlantic thunderbird club. 
The Mid-Atlantic Thunderbird Club is a tax-exempt Association under IRC 501 (c) (7). 
 
(Revised January 2025) 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mid-Atlantic Thunderbird Club 
“A Club for Enthusiasts of the Ford Thunderbird of all years” 

Application for Membership 

 
                             Date:__________________________ 

 

http://www.midatlantictbirdclub.org/
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MID-ATLANTIC THUNDERBIRD CLUB 
OUR  50th ANNIVERSARY 

More Information and Application Available At: 

http://www.midatlantictbirdclub.org 

& Facebook Too 

Serving 1955-2005 Ford Thunderbird Owners and 

Enthusiasts in The Mid-Atlantic Area: 

MD, VA, DE, WV, So.PA 

Affiliated With: 

 
VTCI 

 

 
ITC 

Benefits of Membership Include: 
- Tech support for all generations of Thunderbirds                            
- Social Gatherings 
- Monthly Breakfast (Third Thursday @ Greek Village-Bel Air) 
- Monthly Newsletter 
- Affiliation with national clubs 
- Tech Sessions 
- Great, Exciting Excursions and Field Trips 
- Community Activity and Support 
- “Fun, Fun, Fun” with your Thunderbird 

 
 

    
  
 

http://www.midatlantictbirdclub.org/

